
Academics has always been an essential part of human development. It prepares us to survive in the outside world and establish an identity of our own. However, is an individual’s development restricted to merely academics? In India, from an early age, we have been taught that education is limited to the boundaries of academics only; the idea of getting out into the field, for gaining practical experience, is always considered a hoax. This has hindered students’ development. However, the truth is that education represents a considerably broader field than we know of it. Our teaching, from the basics, has been focused on getting good grades and job offers, rather than being creative and unique. In the 21st century, the pure academic type of education is slowly paving way for a whole new type. The paradigm shift in the whole education system is evident. People have now come to understand that education is a 360 degree activity that should focus on students’ overall development, rather than restricting him/her to the classroom. Co-curricular activities that take place outside the classroom but reinforce or supplement classroom curriculum, in some way, have become a point of focus today. These activities help in the growth of the child, in more than one way. Participating in such activities helps youngsters grow mentally, socially, and individually. Intellectual development of a student is developed in the classroom, but for the aesthetic development, such as team-building, character-building, and physical growth, students must step out into the outside world. For instance, if a student is a part of school football team, he/she will learn team-work and coordination, in a practical manner, which cannot be taught in the class. Similarly, in colleges and institutions, there is a need for practical exposure so that the students can experience the actual working of an industry. For example, taking a student d to a manufacturing firm will give him/her the real insight and better learning of the industry. Catering to this change, most professional colleges including B-Schools have started providing practical exposure to students through regular guest lectures, industrial visits, conferences, seminars, cultural festivals, and so on. With industry visits, students are able to better identify their prospective areas of work in the overall organizational function. Moreover, they help enhance interpersonal skills and communication techniques. In addition, guest lectures are equally important for all-round development, lectures are equally important for students. It is a great way for students to gain maximum exposure, as guest speakers talk about their real-life experiences and not what is there in the text books. Through such events, students are made to participate and coordinate different events wherein, they get to know how exactly things are managed. Classroom teaching provides the foundation, and co-curricular or extracurricular activities provide practical exposure and opportunities to implement what students learn in the classroom. This helps in developing the overall personality of the students, inculcating various soft skills the pers var in them, which otherwise are difficult to teach. Clearly, life beyond academics creates creative and empowered professionals.

1. Rohan: “I secured 98% but still felt lost during my internship.”
Meera: “Perhaps your learning never moved beyond the walls of your classroom.”
Meera’s reply best suggests:
A. Academic brilliance automatically ensures workplace clarity
B. Practical exposure complements theoretical mastery
C. Internships reduce academic interest
D. High marks guarantee industry success
2. Teacher: “Why did you freeze during the teamwork task?”
Student: “I always studied alone; coordination feels foreign.”
The student’s statement implies:
A. Teamwork develops best through isolated studying
B. Co-curricular exposure fills gaps left by solitary learning
C. Classroom rote-learning builds communication skills
D. Individual study improves interpersonal competence
3. Assertion (A): Holistic education depends on activities beyond the classroom.
Reason ®: Real-world experiences strengthen skills that textbooks cannot teach.
A. Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation
B. Both A and R are true, but R is not the explanation
C. A is true, but R is false
D. A is false, but R is true
4. Assertion (A): Industrial visits heighten students’ understanding of organisational roles.
Reason ®: Textbook chapters provide every practical detail required for real industries.
A. A true, R false
B. A false, R true
C. Both true
D. Both false
5. A student memorises every chapter but cannot solve real-world case studies in a management competition. The scenario reflects:
A. Pure theory as the ultimate training
B. Lack of experiential learning
C. Irrelevance of industry exposure
D. Failure of co-curricular participation

6. The word “paradigm” in the passage most closely implies:
A. Decorative shift
B. Structural transformation
C. Temporary revision
D. Isolated adjustment
7. A college removes seminars and guest lectures to “save time.” The most probable consequence is:
A. Enhanced exposure to industry methods
B. Diminished access to real-life perspectives
C. Improved understanding of organisational behaviour
D. Increased soft-skill development
8. A student becomes more articulate after coordinating a cultural festival. This improvement arises from:
A. Memorising communication chapters
B. Experiencing live management situations
C. Reducing co-curricular participation
D. Avoiding engagement with peers
9. Parent: “My child needs only grades; everything else is distraction.”
Counsellor: “Then the child may gain marks but lose essential life abilities.”
The counsellor warns against:
A. Academic excellence
B. Ignoring non-academic skill-building
C. Classroom teaching
D. Industrial exposure
10. A student who learns teamwork better on the football field than in class illustrates:
A. Classroom teaching as the sole form of meaningful learning
B. Co-curricular domains developing aesthetic and interpersonal capacities
C. Physical activity weakening mental growth
D. Sporting activities replacing academic study
11. Assertion (A): Guest lectures provide irreplaceable learning experiences.
Reason ®: Speakers share direct industry insights unavailable in textbooks.
A. Both A and R true, and R explains A
B. Both A and R true, but no explanation link
C. A true, R false
D. A false, R true
12. A college that blends academics with fieldwork, seminars, and festivals is most likely attempting to:
A. Minimise learning opportunities
B. Produce rigid memorisers
C. Develop multi-dimensional professionals
D. Reduce student participation in real-world contexts


